
MOTLEY CREW RACEñBOTY 

Sunday, February 15  

MOTLEY CREW RACES 

Sundayõs in February @ 1 pm 

MOORING COMMITTEE MEETING &  

BOARD MEETING (ALL members welcome)  

Tuesday, February 10  

CRUSING WITH CLASS  

Wednesdayõs in February 7 pm 

WORK PARTY 

Saturday, February 17  

ESCOWS 

Wednesdayõs in February 

SSS ANNUAL BUDGET  
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February already!  First I would like to pass on 
apologies to the membership on behalf of Alan 
Pressman, Commodore, for the missing 2007 An-
nual Meeting Minutes in the January edition. They 
are included in this issue.   Apologies also to Dona 
Murphy, who submitted her Thank You for Patõs 
retirement party some time ago and itõs just shown 
up in this issue...this was not her delay.  Also, I 
would like to thank David Lucas for all the great 
photos he submits, including the cover shot for 
this month.  Happy Sailing!  

 

 

 

From the Commodore 
By: Alan Pressman 

 

To say that it has been a busy start to the New Year at the 

Sarasota Sailing Squadron is probably a gross understatement.  

The Board, the volunteers and the staff have been very active 

in the management of your Squadron in recent weeks. 

 

The Executive Committee had authorized me to send an email 

to Mayor Palmer and the City Commissioners in reference to 

proposed new legislation regarding the mooring field in 

downtown Sarasota.  The City of Sarasota voted last week to 

pass its new mooring field ordinance.  The Squadron had re-

quested that its mooring field be exempted from this regula-

tion, which would have otherwise made the entire Squadron 

mooring field in violation of the new 72 hour limit being im-

plemented. I am pleased to tell you that at the last minute be-

fore passage, specific language was added to exempt the Sara-
sota Sailing Squadron mooring field from this new regula-

tion.  This will last for as long as we are either engaged in the 

process of obtaining final approval and full compliance with 

the state or after we receive an approval.  If we abandon our 

efforts to become compliant, all bets are off.  Unfortunately, 

the city did pass a 72 hour anchoring limit which makes Sara-

sota one of the least friendly waterfront communities for 

cruisers in the State of Florida.  The City acknowledged that 

this rule may not comply with existing FL state law and 

agreed to delay enforcing this rule until the Florida legislature 

takes action on new statewide rules in this current legislative 
session.  Stay tuned for more information and how new City 

and State regulations will affect cruising in Sarasota. 

 

As the members know from messages in the Breezy Blast and 

for those who attended the January Board Meeting, the search 

is underway for a new Manager of the Sailing Squadron.  The 

Executive Committee reported at the January Board of Direc-

tors meeting that Manager Greta Dabringhaus has resigned 

her position as Squadron Manager.  Her resignation was re-

luctantly accepted by the Executive Committee. 

 

The Board of Directors has authorized the hiring of Interim 
Manager, Nancy Carolan.  Nancy was a member of the 

ñSearch Committeeò in 2007.  She was the Director of Pur-

chasing and Real Estate Manager for the City of Sarasota and 

reported directly to Assistant Manager Pete Schneider. 

 

Nancy is extremely familiar with the Squadron, its lease, and 

activity, and has been an active participant in the Cityôs pur-

suit of a Sovereign Submerged Land Lease.  She holds and 

MBA in finance and her management skills in public as well 

as private business are impressive.  During her work on the 

Search Committee she helped to develop job descriptions for 
the Manager, she reviewed resumes and interviewed potential 

candidates, and became even 

more familiar with the 

1717 Ken Thompson Parkway, PO Box 1927 
Sarasota, Florida 34230 

 

Interim Manager:  Nancy Carolan 

Assistant Manager:  Joanne Hawkes 

Maintenance Technician:  Kacy Knope 

Phone:   941-388-2355     Fax: 941-388-5524 

sss@sarasotasailingsquad.com  ·  www.sarasotasailingsquad.com 
 

 

Commodore:  Alan Pressman (941-350-1559) 
 alan@gulfharboryacht.com 
 
Vice Commodore:  John Huber (941-650-7020) 
 jhuber@msn.com 
 
Rear Commodore:  Steve McCormack (941-346-0055) 
 smccormack99@yahoo.com  
  
Treasurer:  Tom Castleman (941-953-7889) 
 concepta@mail.com 
 
Secretary:  Dave Jennings (941-650-7354) 

 djennings@r1a.com 

 
Measurer:  Lawson Mitchell (941-726-2023) 
 lmitchell@mote.org 
 
Fleet Captain:  Sara Allen (941-224-9025) 
 sarataos@newmex.com 
 
Race Captain:  Stuart  Gilfillen (941-504-4236) 
 stuart_gilfillen@hotmail.com 
 

 
Social Coordinator:  Cassandra Roznos (941-907-2620) 
 sailmonstermomma@sailmonster.com 
 
Education Coordinator:  Michelle Lee 
 milee30@hotmail.com 

From The Editor                                 

(Continued page 4) Cheers, Lindsay  
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THE LUFFING LASSIES WISH EVERYONE BEST WISHES FOR THE NEW YEAR!  
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Commodore (Continued) 

Squadron and its operations.  Her job with the City was elimi-

nated this past summer due to budget cutbacks.  We are ex-

tremely luck to have her with us. 

 

At the January Board meeting, she presented to the board 
members a written report of Recommendations and Observa-

tions.  She made an oral presentation to the general member-

ship and the board, and highlighted many aspects of her re-

port.  Her comments are ñspot onò and the Board will be re-

viewing her recommendations and implementing as appropri-

ate. 

 

By the time you have received this Burgee, we will have com-

pleted the Saturday evening Fireside Chat on January 24.  As 

you have seen in the previous Burgee, the Breezy Blast, the 

Squadron Website, and the letter that accompanied the annual 

invoices, we have some very specific choices to make and 
decisions to reach regarding our mooring field.  It is hoped 

that some consensus can be reached based on this process of 

member input from the Fireside Chat session, emails, phone 

calls and discussion at the club.  The board will be required to 

vote on this at the upcoming February Board meeting and will 

need to advise the State and the City of our decision.  So if 

you havenôt had your voice heard, your time is running out.  

Call or email if you wish to be a part of the decision making 

process and have a ñsayò in the future of the Sailing Squad-

ron.. 

 

At the January Board meeting the Board unanimously passed 

the 2009 budget.  As part of our commitment to transparency, 

the budget will be published in the next Burgee as part of the 

January minutes.  Thanks go to Tom Castleman for his long 

hours to prepare and present a budget this year. 

 

As the previous board elected not to implement a rate increase 

at the November Board meeting, we will be faced with tight 

finances this year.  No one wants to see Squadron rates rise.  

But of course, many of the Squadron costs continue to in-

crease each year.  I think it is inevitable that the Board of Di-

rectors will need to review its expenses each year and if war-
ranted, be prepared to implement rate increases each Novem-

ber commensurate with cost increases anticipated for the fol-

lowing year.  We need to vote on proposed increases not later 

than the November board meeting, so that they can be input to 

our system and so that invoices can be mailed out in Decem-

ber. 

 

This year, due to the disruption in management, invoices were 

not sent out until mid January, about two weeks late.  And if 

not for the outstanding efforts of a few dedicated members, I 

am not sure when these would have been mailed.  The Squad-
ron owes a debt of gratitude to a number of members who put 

in extraordinary effort to prepare and mail the invoices.  Iôd 

like to thank by name the following members who volun-

teered their time; Tom and Leera Castleman, Joanne and Cal 

Hawkes, Bunny Willet, Stu Gilfillen, John Huber, Cassandra 

and Jason Rosnos, Dave Ash and Danny Weidenhoft, Jr.  

Their efforts to get the invoices prepared and posted in the 
mail were ñover the topò.  Be sure to thank them when you 

see them. 

 

Three Committees were appointed at the January Board meet-

ing:  The Search Committee is being reconstituted and chaired 

by Vice Commodore John Huber.  Joanne Hawkes, Ronnie 

Bridges are returning members, and Jim Krienen will serve on 

this committee.  The first meeting was held January 20 and 

they expect to have details posted by February 1, 2009 about 

the job, the description, the requirements, compensation and 

the method for applying.  Go to  

http://tinyurl.com//8fl3nz where you can see all the informa-

tion. 

 

Southwinds Magazine has generously offered to provide web 

site space and email service to advertise the position and to 

accept and forward resumes to the committee.   

 

A second committee was created to review security issues at 

the Squadron.  Rear Commodore Steve McCormack is chair-

ing this committee.  If you are interested, please contact him 

and volunteer to serve. 

 

The third committee is being chaired by Education Coordina-

tor, Michelle Lee.  It is the New Member Welcoming Com-

mittee.  This activity had faded away in the past year and was 

previously headed up by Janet Gannon who was our Social 

Coordinator and is now missing in action.  (Where are you 

Janet and Damon?)  Please offer to help Michelle in making 

the newbees feel at home here at the Squadron. 

 

There are a number of committees that need members and 

need your help: 

 

Race Committee/Management; Contact Stu Gilfillen 

Grant Procurement/Funding; Contact John Huber 

Long Range Planning Committee; Contact Steve McCormack 

Finance Committee; Contact Tom Castleman 

Standing Rules and Bylaws Committee; Contact David 

Jennings 

Non Compliance Boat Committee; Contact Sara Allen 

Cruise Committee & Mooring Committee; Contact Sara Allen 

Public Relations Committee; Contact Lawson Mitchell 

Education Committee; Contact Michelle Lee; 

 (Continued page 5) 
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Commodore (Continued) 

Entertainment Committee; Contact Cassandra Roznos 

Membership Committee; Contact Cassandra Roznos 

 

And remember, there are Wednesday and Saturday work par-

ties.  See the Burgee calendar for details.  And if you are still 

unable to find anything interesting or worthwhile to volunteer 

for, you can ñOPT OUTò.  This is a totally voluntary option.  

If youôve always wanted to volunteer, but never found the 

time and feel bad about it, here is your chance to feel great by 

sending the Squadron $80.00. This represents your 8 hours of 

minimum volunteer service per year at only $10.00 per hour. 

 

So come and help out or send a check to your Squadron.  And 

then make some time to get on the water and GO SAILING! 

 

Youth Sailing Program Executive Director, Stuart Gilfillen, recently received the òCommunity Sailing Council 

Outstanding Director of a Year-Round Programó  award.  This is an award that is given annually to an indi-

vidual that has made notable contributions to promote public access sailing in the development and or-

ganization of a year round program.  Below is a picture of Stuart receiving the award from  Jim Capron, the 

President of US Sailing and Diane Wenzel, the Chair of the Community Sailing Council. The award is actu-

ally a plate with a sticker, as the trophies didn't arrive on time).  Congratulations, Stuart!! 
 

 
 

YSP DIRECTOR RECEIVES AWARD  

SARASOTA SAILING SQUADRON:  WE ARE SARASOTA!!  

 

ALL MEMBERS ARE URGED TO CONTACT CITY OFFI-
�&�,�$�/�6���$�1�'���6�7�$�1�'���%�(�+�,�1�'���7�+�(���&�/�8�%�¶�6�� 

HISTORY, MISSION,  

AND ONGOING CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE COMMUNITY!!  

 

EMAIL FOR CITY COMMISSION :  

Mayor LouAnn.Palmer@Sarasotagov.com 

Commissioner Kelly.Kirschner@Sarasotagov.com 

Commissioner Richard.Clapp@Sarasotagov.com 

Commissioner Ken.Shelin@Sarasotagov.com 

Commissioner Fred.Atkins@Sarastoagov.com 

City Manager Robert.Bartolotta@Sarasotagov.com 


