
WINTER SERIES  

Sunday, November 1, 8, & 29  

MOTLEY CREW RACEñBOTY EVENT  

Sunday, November 15  

MOORING COMMITTEE MEETING  

Tuesday, November 3  

BOARD MEETING  
(ALL members welcome)  

Tuesday, November 10  

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING & ELECTIONANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING & ELECTIONANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING & ELECTION    

Sunday, November 22, 3 PMSunday, November 22, 3 PMSunday, November 22, 3 PM ñññOfficial Ballot pages 23 & 24Official Ballot pages 23 & 24Official Ballot pages 23 & 24    

Complete BOTH sides and submitComplete BOTH sides and submitComplete BOTH sides and submit    

SPECIAL DOCK WORK PARTY  

Saturday, November 14 ñALL HANDS ON DOCK  

THANKSGIVING DINNER  

Thursday, November 26  
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From the Commodore 
Wow, what a week, what a week-

end!  The Bob Buzzelli Multihull 

Regatta has just concluded yester-

day.  The turnout was huge.  The 

winds were strong.  The carnage was 

substantial.  I counted at least three 

dismasted cats.  One, a 27 Stiletto 

made it back and into the pits on 

Saturday and with Herculean efforts by Greg Knighton and 

his pit crew, was back on the race course on Sunday.  Well 

done! 

 

And earlier in the week a security issue at the Squadron led to 

some interesting and ultimately satisfying events.  At the 

Board Meeting on Tuesday night, the Board was advised of a 

few security breaches.  One of two thefts reported involved 

the disappearance of SYSP sailor Molly McKinneyôs almost 

brand new Laser sailboat.  The theft was visible on Squadron 

video cameras and occurred at about 3 AM.  Unfortunately, 

visibility was poor and the culprits are unidentifiable from the 

video.  The perpetrators stole drinking water from the YSP 

and took the time to fully rig Mollyôs Laser, load the boat 

with water and sail away! 

 

Molly is an accomplished sailor and this summer took first in 

the Leter Cup, a national championship event for Junior 

Women in this singlehanded event.  She also did well in the 

Summer Laser Radial Nationals in New Jersey this past Au-

gust.  She has worked hard, coaching, teaching and babysit-

ting, and had earned enough money to buy an almost brand 

new Laser.  She is also the Captain of the Pine View Sailing 

Team. 

 

On Wednesday, I had a conversation with SYSP director 

David Livingston and we agreed to start a collection for 

Molly to try to raise enough funds to buy her a new boat.  

And then I received a call from a reporter freelancing for 

SNN TV.  The Sarasota Herald Tribune was also on the case.  

SNN did a video on the theft and the Tribune had an article 

run the next morning.  I called the Squadron office so as to 

alert them that the news was already reporting that the Squad-

ron would accept contributions on Mollyôs behalf.  I spoke 

with staff member Kacy Knope and he reported that the po-

lice had actually found a Laser washed up on Bird Key, but at 

that point no theft had been reported so the police did not re-

trieve the boat.  I asked Kacy and David Livingston to take a 

staff boat around to Lido to see if the boat had washed up on 

the tide in the mangroves. 

 

At this point, David Livingston told me an individual had 

offered a contribution of two Optis, to be sold by the YSP 

with an understanding that the proceeds be used to buy Molly 

her new Laser!  Amazing.  While Kacy 

and David were trying to launch a 
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(Continued page 3) Cheers!   Lindsay Krienen  
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Alan Pressman 

Hope this finds everyone well.  With the exception 
of the pictures that accompany articles, this 
monthõs edition is filled with scenes from the re-
cent 68th Annual Labor Day Regatta!  GOBBLE -
GOBBLE.  
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search for the boat, we learned that two lifeguards on Lido 

had found a Laser washed up on the beach on the gulf side.  

One of them had read the Herald Tribune and thought it might 

be the missing boat so he called the police to report the 

ñfindò. 

 

In the interim, David was contacted by Dennis Matthews of 

the Long Boat Key Club Moorings, and Steve Petty, of the 

Longboat Key Marina Condo Association and Charter Skip-

per for Petty Cash Charters, who indicated that their members 

had seen the SNN story and the newspaper article about the 

theft.  The convened an emergency meeting of their Executive 

Board at 8 AM Wednesday morning and decided to make a 

donation to buy Molly a new Laser!  Truly Amazing!  They 

were then advised that the boat had been found, albeit a little 

worse for wear and tear with about $1,000 damage incurred.  

They decided to take the recovered boat back and are arrang-

ing for Doug Fisher of Ullman Sails to repair and recondition 

the boat.  They indicated they would then return it to the YSP 

for sale.  The proceeds will go to support Youth Sailing here 

in Sarasota. 

 

For a week that started out with theft and victimization, it has 

sure turned out not as expected.  We owe our gratitude to the 

Long Boat Key Club and their generous members for their 

support of a gifted sailor and a terrific sailing program for the 

kids.  Thanks go to the others that donated to help Molly get 

back on the racing circuit.  And just when we often think the 

least of people, we experience the best in human nature! 

 

The Squadron management is reviewing the budget to see if 

we can increase lighting in the yard and to determine if we are 

in a position to purchase some new video gear that will give 

much higher resolution imagery and will use fibre optic cable 

to eliminate the prospect of damage by lightning strikes as has 

plagued our existing system. A full report is expected at the 

next Board meeting November 10. 

 

In other news, emergency dock repairs have been completed.  

The board voted to have staff elicit bids for the major dock 

work that has been proposed by Duncan Seawall.  Costs are 

well into the six figure range and we are obligated to ñshopò 

this project.  It is anticipated that repairs could begin in the 

June/July 2010 timeframe, when the dock usage is seasonally 

reduced. 

 

Repairs for the Hoist were discussed and approved.  Repair 

was determined to be the best course of action ($1,200.) vs. 

replacement (estimated at $20,000.).   We continue to evalu-

ate this and all other conditions at the Squadron. 

 

The lease for an automatic extension of 

a one year lease was signed by your 

LUFFING LASSIES  

Rounding the First Mark  
Ellen McKeefe 

 

     This new 2009 season started like many others.  As is often 

the case, a new Lassie has stepped up and into a leadership role.  

Linda Schwartz, Class of 2009, is now Pram Captain and has 

already helped organize an Interclub race day and a work day. 

     Linda provided a big assist to First Officer Gilliam Whatmore 

as we hosted three FWSA clubs on October 15th.  The Dinghy 

Dames of Davis Island overnighted in Sarasota the night before, 

then raced four Sunfish and two prams.  St. Peteôs Salty Sisters 

raced two prams while the Bitter Ends of Venice entered one 

Sunfish and two prams.  New LL prammer Christine Brown 

raced along with veteran Barbara Greenwood.  Despite Christine 

and Barbaraôs best efforts the three visiting clubs took the top 

three spots:  Salties, Dinghies and Bitters, in that order.  Five 

additional non-competing LL prammers sailed the race course.  

Our own Rita Steele led the Sunfish fleet followed by a Dinghy 

and a Bitter.  Sunfisher Carol McDowell was our second com-

petitor while 12 other LL Sunfish were out on the course and 

three more were enjoying a ñfun sail.ò 

     Lunch from Madison Café followed and awards were given to 

the victors.  Said Gillian, ñAll in all a successful interclub with 

more clubs than weôve been able to host at once in a long time.  

Thanks to YSP and David Livingston for making prams avail-

able.ò 

 

 

(Continued page 4) 

Commodore (Continued) 

New Lassie Dottie Gibson gets a lesson from Rita Steel 

(Continued page 5) 
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Commodore (Continued) 

Commodore last week.  This gives a final year to resolve our 

issues with the State.  At the October Board Meeting, Secre-

tary David Jennings advised that we are expecting the TUA 

and Consent order imminently, which is another way of say-

ing we were advised orally that we would have it three weeks 

ago, but the regional state office decided to bounce the docu-

ments back to Tallahassee for a final review, which was 

promised over the weekend.  Did David J say ñSurrealò was 

the best description for the process we are entangled in? 

 

Good news on the anticipated No Wake Zone in New Pass 

and north of the Squadron; it looks like we are on the home 

stretch to having reduced speeds at our northern watersô edge.  

This has been a longstanding beef of mine, and I am hopeful 

that we will have no surprises at the 11th hour.  Keep our col-

lective fingers crossed! 

 

Further to the plans for the Squadron to manage its own 

mooring field, the October Mooring Committee meeting 

brought out a few new faces.  Three proposals were put for-

ward by members; 1.)  Each member who ñsellsò his or her 

mooring gear to the SSS should receive $25.00 per month rent 

discount for one year as compensation, 

2.)  The Squadron should undertake an investigation into the 

value of each individual membersô mooring gear, make a de-

termination of its depreciated value, and offer a discount in 

rent for the first year.  (It was further suggested to simplify 

this study that only members who could prove they had the 

new screw moorings would qualify for rental discount.), and 

3.) That any mooring holder who bought their mooring gear 

from another mooring holder should receive a discount in 

rental rate equivalent to the amount of the purchase of their 

gear.  (In some cases, members report paying in excess of 

$3,000 for their mooring gear.) 

 

After over two hours of discussion, all three proposals were 

withdrawn and not only was there no consensus on this sub-

ject, in some cases, the members who originally made the 

proposals had after thoroughly analyzing the situation, de-

cided not to support their own proposal.  This indicates to me, 

that mooring holders need to be involved in determining the 

best way to plot out the future course to how our mooring 

field will be self managed.  With 120 moorings in the field 

and less than 10 members attending the committee, it would 

appear that the majority are ready to let a small number deter-

mine their course. 

 

(Elsewhere in the Burgee, you will see a Letter to the Editor 

from mooring holder and member Mike Burwell.  Member 

and Attorney David Levin has provided a response.) 

 

By the time you read this Burgee it will be November and the 

year is close to coming to an end.  It has been a good year at 

the Squadron and I believe that we have averted some crises, 

kept the finances solvent, stabilized management and opera-

tions, and managed to have a great deal of fun at our club. 

 

The challenges ahead are still monumental.  We are in the 

midst of a major negotiation on a Sovereign Submerged Land 

Lease with the State and the consequences will literally define 

our future and determine our course with the City of Sarasota 

for a long term uplands lease.  We are almost there but much 

work remains to be done. 

 

The previous two boards did not put through any rate increase 

or storage fee increase.  This was the case despite the ever 

increasing costs to run the Squadron and our failure to add to 

our reserve fund.  Our anticipated expenses for dock repair in 

2010 will significantly deplete our reserves.  In the event of 

ñthe big oneò, a large hurricane hitting our area, will require 

every penny of our reserves in addition to our insurance pay-

out to rebuild the Squadron. 

 

The Board will have to determine at its November meeting 

whether to keep rates as they have been over the last few 

years of if they will pass an increase to keep us on a good 

financial footing.  It is never popular to advocate a rate in-

crease, but the members have given the task of running the 

Sarasota Sailing Squadron to the Board, and this entails finan-

cial responsibility.  So over the next month, send your emails 

and express your thoughts on how you would like to see your 

Squadron managed into 2010. 

 

The November General Membership Meeting will take place 

on Sunday, November 22.  We are in the midst of a General 

Election for Board positions for 2010.  There are also several 

important Bylaws Rule changes which must be approved by 

the majority of the members to be put into effect.  I urge ALL 

Sarasota Sailing Squadron members who are eligible to vote 

to approve the Rules Changes that are being proposed. 

 

And this year, the election is important to us all.  We have a 

talented group of individuals who have offered to volunteer 

their time to serve the membership on the Board of Directors.  

Some positions are unchallenged, and others have challeng-

ers.  Show your support for your Squadron by making sure 

you vote, by mail or in person.  And let the members who 

represent you know that they have the support of the member-

ship by voting for the candidate of your choice.  Deadline is 3 

PM on Sunday, November 22.  And as they say in Chicago, 

remember to vote early and vote oftené (just kidding!) 

 

Now forget about what they do in Chicago and remember that 

in Sarasota itôs time to make time to get out there and go sail-

ing!                                                                                 -Alan 
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     Two days later Linda, Captain Lisa Dodds and always stal-

wart Sunfish Captain, Dottie Schell led a work detail on our first 

cool fall day.  New LLôs Jackie Booker, Robin Wall and Joan 

Engelbach helped Linda with the prams.  Captain Lisa said, 

ñThese ladies worked so tirelessly 

on our six little prams that they now 

glisten in the sun.  I donôt think 

their bottoms have ever been so 

white.ò 

     Dottie and the Sunfishers (Is that 

a new indie rock band?) completely 

refurbished the dollies and weeded 

the dolly and locker area.  Jo Dzina, 

Fran Mericle and Linda Tiffan did 

the weeding while John and Debbie 

Shuck, Lisa and Willy Dodds, Jib 

Browning, Nanette Reuss and Mary 

Bernas worked on dollies and other 

recurring problems.  Then Willy 

presented a clinic on sanding and 

prepping boat bottoms, and chang-

ing bow handles.  Well done, work 

crew, and thanks from all LLôs for 

your hard work. 

     Lisa warns that Dottie and Linda 

Tiffanôs newly sanded and waxed Sunfish will fly by the compe-

tition.  Fair warning. 

     Many of the same people who got dirty on work day sure 

cleaned up nice for the annual kick off party hosted by Lisa at 

her Siesta Key home.  Another joint effort, LLôs brought food 

and drink and good cheer.  The new sailors probably did not 

recognize their mentors in make-up and grown-up clothes.  Not 

to mention a few silly hats. 

          Some Lassies have responded enthusiastically to the op-

portunity to sail 420ôs.  Six teams turned out in early October for 

a clinic with US Sailing Instructor Dalton Tebo.  We were glad 

to see some LLôs who had not sailed with us for a while.  You 

could feel the competitive spirit of these teams even as they 

rigged their 420ôs.  Gillian Whatmore & Kathy Bush.  Leslie 

Panzarella & Nanette Reuss.  Ursula Olson & Fran Mericle.  Rita 

Steele & Olga Oliver.  Lorri Kaighin & Jill Welander.  Jan Larra-

bee & Jane Owens.  After a few hours on the water Dalton said, 

ñThese sailors are dedi-

cated and come to sailing 

ready and wanting to learn.  

I just love having a group 

of people who want to sail, 

who show up at sailing 

practice ready to give 

100% and do that from 

start to finish.  This is that 

group.ò 

     Meanwhile uber sailor 

Charlie Clifton gave a 

chalk talk to Sunfishers.  

Concentrating on starts and 

rounding marks, Charlie 

then coached everyone out 

on the water and ran some 

start drills.  He also coun-

seled against contentious 

behavior on the water, 

ñItôs better to be nice.ò   

Life lesson as well, perhaps? 

     Also on the same day, Sarah Newberry gave her second pram 

clinic.  She led her prammers through figure eights, follow-the-

leader, tacking and starting line drills.  Pram Captain Linda also 

reports that she and Jacki Booker and Bonnie Byrne are taking 

private lessons with Sarah, ñGetting comfortable in the boat (if 

there is such a thing,) sailing up wind and trimming the sail.ò  

Linda notes that Sarah has, ñA ton of patience.ò 

     So how is the Class of 2009 doing so far?  ñOur new pram 

Lassies are doing great,ò reports Linda.  ñThey are coming out 

each week, getting involved and improving their skills.  Our goal 

is to develop the skills of these new girls into future Rita Steeles 

and Ursula Olsons.  The only way to do that is to compete.ò 

     And to contribute to the greater good of LL.  So heartfelt 

thanks to another new sailor, Robin Wall, who has taken on the 

task of maintaining the LL website,  www.luffinglassies.com 

     The night before that busy Thursday morning we all received 

an email from Captain Lisa alerting everyone to a birthday cele-

bration surprise.  Turned out it was Rita Steeleôs birthday and her 

husband had sent a stripper who arrived looking like a cop.  Al-

beit a very good looking cop.  Soon wearing nothing but a 

skimpy G-string, Ritaôs boy-toy worked it.  Cell phone cameras 

appeared, hilarity ensued.  If John Steele had not been busy do 

you suppose he would have surprised Rita himself?                         

Luffing Lassies�² Class of 2009! 

New Lassies�² Terri Groening & Nancy Fish 

LUFFING LASSIES (Continued)  
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