
DEAD OF WINTER SERIES  

January 3, 10, 17 & 24  

MOTLEY CREW RACEñBOTY EVENT  

Sunday, January 10 & 24  

MOORING COMMITTEE MEETING  

Tuesday, January 5  
BOARD MEETING  

(ALL members welcome)  

Tuesday, January 12  

FLYING SCOT SERIES RACES  

Saturday, January 9 &  

Sunday, January 24  
LUFFING LASSIES  

Wednesdays in January  

VANGUARD REGATTA  

12/30 ñ1/4/2010  

CRUISING (WITH) CLASS STARTS  

Wednesday, January 6  

GUEST SPEAKERS MJ & JOHN SHETRON  

Tuesday, January 12 (before Board Meeting)  
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From the Commodore 
It is the week before Christmas 

and about all I can think about is 

how to get a few days off to go 

cruising over the next couple of 

weeks.  One of my favorite places 

to anchor out is at the north end 

of Long Boat Key.  There is a 

basin with about 13 feet of water 

that can accommodate about a dozen or so cruising boats at 

anchor.  When we take a Saturday and leisurely cruise 

north on Sarasota Bay, and spend a quiet evening (or not so 

quiet, as there are two good bars and restaurants in this har-

bor) and then a leisurely morning aboard, with a good day 

sail back on Sunday, we invariably feel that weôve just had 

a week off rather than a mere two days.  Weôll just have to 

see if there are a couple of days cruise in our future over the 

holidays. 

 

At the Squadron, members are preparing for the seasonôs 

festivities and lots of preparations are under way for the 

New Year. 

 

The December 9 Board Meeting was unusually well at-

tended by members.  Each year our Bylaws require that the 

board vote on the lifetime membership renewals for our 

ñlegacy membersò.  I am pleased to announce that the 

board approved renewals for the following member and 

their families;  David Bridges, Eddie Haug, Bill Johnson 

family, and Pat Murphy.  We are pleased to grant another 

year to each, as our legacy members. 

 

One of the important issues discussed was the budget for 

2010.  In normal years, the outgoing board at its November 

meeting has traditionally determined if there will be any fee 

increases in order for management to prepare annual bills 

which are mailed out at the end of December.  This year, 

the outgoing board declined to vote on any fee increases.  

This gave the new board in December the opportunity to 

review possible fee increases at the same time as they re-

view the draft budget for 2010. 

 

At the December board meeting, the board voted to in-

crease fees in 2010.  Details of the rate structure for 2010 

are published elsewhere this month in the Burgee. 

 

Although at first glance, these increases may appear large, 

Iôd like to remind you that in 2008 and 2009 there were no 

rate increases.  If you average a 15% increase over three 

years, this represents less than 5% increase per year. 

 

 

1717 Ken Thompson Parkway 

Sarasota, Florida 34230 

Phone:   941-388-2355     Fax: 941-388-5524 

sss@sarasotasailingsquad.com  ·  www.sarasotasailingsquad.com 
 

Manager: Nancy Carolan  

Email: nancy@sarasotasailingsquad.com 
 

Assistant Manager: Joanne Hawkes 

Maintenance Technician: TBD 
 

Webmaster: Mike Halliday (webmaster@sarasotasailingsquad.com) 

Burgee Editor: Lindsay Krienen 

(burgee_editor@sarasotasailingsquad.com) 

 

2010 Board Members 
 

Commodore:  Alan Pressman (941-350-1559) 

 commodore@sarasotasailingsquad.com 
 

Vice Commodore:  John Huber (941-650-7020) 

 vice_commodore@sarasotasailingsquad.com 
 

Rear Commodore:  Bill Niblock 

 rear_commodore@sarasotasailingsquad.com 
  

Treasurer:  Michelle Lee 

 treasurer@sarasotasailingsquad.com 
 

Secretary:  David Jennings (941-650-7354) 

 secretary@sarasotasailingsquad.com 
 

Race Captain:  Robert Miller (941-795-4646) 

 race_captain@sarasotasailingsquad.com 
 

Fleet Captain:  Sara Allen (941-224-9025) 

 fleet_captain@sarasotasailingsquad.com 
 

Regatta Director: Gregg Knighton 

 regatta_director@sarasotasailingsquad.com 
   

Social Coordinator:  Cassandra Roznos (941-907-2620) 

 social_coordinator@sarasotasailingsquad.com 
 

Education Coordinator:  Lindsay Krienen (941-527-6292) 

 education_coordinator@sarasotasailngsquad.com 

From The Editor                                 

(Continued page 4) Cheers!   Lindsay Krienen  

 N27º20N27º20 ''14"   W82º3414"   W82º34 ''25"25"

Alan Pressman 

Happy New Year!  Thanks to all who contributed 
to the first issue of 2010!  Special thanks to Bob 
Twinem of the Flying Scot Fleet 36, who provided a 
great article on the Scotõs (see page 6).  Along with 
the article, some great shots of the Scotõs in ac-
tion, taken by Sally Twinem, including the cover 
shot are appreciated as well!   
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LUFFING LASSIES  
Ellen McKeefe 

Happy Sailing New Year! 

     January Winter Series racing is full of surprises.  Some 

Thursdays are glorious crisp, sunny days with winds from the 

east at 8 to 10.  Others, blustery and dipping into the 50ôs, 

force us inside where we huddle by the fire place and make 

fun of one anotherôs winter sailing fash-

ion statements. 

     Whatever January 2010 dishes out, it 

will be significantly warmer and hospi-

table than other parts of the country.  

Check out any weather website and give 

thanks that we live and sail in Sarasota.  

That said, hereôs what we have lined up 

for the New Year. 

     Weôre back out on the water after the 

holidays and Series Two racing is un-

derway.  The Annual FWSA Luncheon 

will be at the Clearwater Yacht Club on 

January 20th.  Then, on the 21st, back by popular demand, rac-

ing clinics for prams, Sunfish and 420ôs conducted by Sarah 

Newberry, Charlie Clifton and Dalton Tebo, respectively.  

These helpful sessions, with both chalkboard and on-the-

water training, will be held monthly through April. 

     News on the equipment front was announced by Captain 

Lisa Dodds at the annual Christmas party (more about that 

later.)  New Optimist trainers called 

OPPIôs are the latest thing in pram train-

ing.  LLôs will order four from 

McLaughlin Boat Works this year.  If 

they improve the training and pram sail-

ing experience, four more will be pur-

chased next year.  OPPIôs are a bit 

wider, do not tip as easily and have a 

higher boom.  According to the website 

www.optistuff.com the boats need very 

little maintenance, have oarlocks and 

are the most popular learn-to-sail boat 

in Europe.  FWSA Windlasses in Dune-

din already have ten OPPIôs in addition 

to their Optimist and pram fleet. 

     And while I am on the subject of pram sailing, Road War-

riors Linda Schwartz and Robin Wall continue to regularly 

represent LL at interclub competitions.  They hit the road 

frequently, often with Jib Browning as coach and cheerleader.  

Davis Islandôs Dinghy Dames hosted them at an Interclub in 

early December that also attracted Ursula Olson and Loretta 

Garber in their Sunfish.  No wind and a strong current meant 

no racing but great hospitality and camaraderie. 

     The following week Linda, Robin and Jib headed north 

again to race with the Salty Sisters at the St. Pete Yacht Club.  

Linda reported, ñWe started the race with fog and seven knot 

winds but by the time we reached the windward mark for the 

second time, the wind had died and we were all bobbing like 

corks.ò 

     One December morning we groped through the heavy fog 

at the Squadron, barely able to see the boats in the mooring 

field.  ñInteresting sailing today!ò said Ursula later.  ñOnly 

four prams ventured out on the water with coach Sarah, to 

play peek-a-boo in dense fog.  Three Sunfish eventually fol-

lowed with Santa strapped onto the bow of Dottieôs boat.ò  

Ursula and the rest of the 420 racers got hands-on shore in-

struction from Abby Featherstone.  Ursula, ñJust as we were 

considering going out, the weather front 

rolled in with winds piping up out of 

the north and the prams and Sunfish 

had their hands full racing back to 

shore.  As a matter of fact, one of the 

prams was brought back to the beach 

on top of the coach boat!ò 

    Days like that remind us how heavily 

we rely on race committee and safety 

boats and the people who regularly staff 

them.  At the Christmas Party, Captain 

Lisa recognized Irene Miracle, Frank 

Girardin and John Shuck for making 

our races happen.  Add Willy Dodds to 

that list.  And thanks also to Susanne Keohnlein who was on 

the RC boat every Thursday until recently. 

     Linda Tiffan opened her Palmer Ranch home to all LLôs 

for the annual Christmas Party.  Linda and Bill and host dog, 

Jake, welcomed us warmly.  We ate too much, had a toast or 

two to the New Year, shared gifts and gave trophies to Series 

One racers as follows: 

Prams:  1st - Robin Wall, 2nd - Chris-

tine Brown and 3rd - Barbara Green-

wood  - Sunfish Luffers: Lisa Dodds, 

Linda Tiffan, Mary BernasðSunfish 

Salts: Michelle Lee, Gillian Whatmore, 

Jib Browning- Sunfish Super Salts: 

Rita Steele, Nanette Reuss, Ursula Ol-

son. 

     LLôs responded generously to Fran 

Mericleôs description of the FWSA 

Young Woman Sailor of the Year 

Award.  Award Chair Fran is asking all 

FWSA clubs to contribute to the cash 

prize given annually to a young Florida woman sailor.  LLôs 

set the pace with more than $300.  Fran noted the success of 

the first award recipient last year.  A student at the College of 

Charleston (SC,) she used the funds for Sunfish racing ex-

penses and ended up ranking third nationally among Sunfish 

women.  Is there a young gal you would like to nominate?  

See Fran for details or www.fwsa.net 

     Captain Lisa says we have more than 50 active members.  

Wouldnôt it be fun to see all of them out on the water some 

Thursday?  These next few months are filled with events to 

help us become better sailors and have fun doing it. 

 

### 

http://www.optistuff.com/
http://www.fwsa.net/
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Our Treasurer, Michelle Lee has raised the subject of how 

our rates stack up relative to other sailing clubs, yacht clubs 

and commercial marinas.  And although we know our rates 

are well below market rates, we donôt know how rates for 

different classes of boats stack up against other boats in 

other classes.  In January, Michelle will chair a new com-

mittee to investigate and review all storage rates at the 

Squadron.  If youôd like to work on this committee please 

contact me or Michelle or come to the January Board meet-

ing (second Tuesday of the month) and volunteer for this 

committee work. 

 

The draft budget of 2010 was distributed to Board Mem-

bers and was reviewed in substantial detail by Treasurer 

Michelle Lee.  Michelle has spent literally hours working 

on this with Manager Nancy Carolan and we have been 

presented with a viable and balanced budget that will en-

able the Squadron to fund a significant portion of proposed 

dock repairs in 2009, retain a substantial contribution to the 

SYSP and begin to rebuild our cash reserves over the next 

three to four years.  Board members will have one month to 

review this document and make any recommendations as 

may be needed.  A vote to approve a budget is scheduled 

for the January Board Meeting. 

 

By the time this monthôs Burgee hits your mailboxes, the 

annual invoices should be arriving as well.  This month, we 

have added an additional line of text on behalf of the Sara-

sota Youth Sailing Program.  The Squadron will be solicit-

ing and accepting voluntary and tax deductible donations 

on behalf of the SYSP in its billings this year.  Many mem-

bers would like to see more funding go towards the YSP in 

2010.  The YSP has grown to a substantial level and does a 

terrific job of bringing new young folks into the sailing 

world and has produced some world class sailors over the 

years.  The Squadron draft budget has a substantial amount 

earmarked for the YSP donation, but in the interests of as-

sisting this organization raise yet more this year, the SSS 

will accept checks payable to the SYSP and donate 100% 

of the amount raised directly to them in addition to the 

Squadronôs annual contribution. 

 

Once again, in 2010, the Squadron will indicate on its an-

nual invoices that for those of you who just canôt get it into 

gear to do your minimum eight hours of volunteer time, 

you have an option.  You donôt have to feel guilty about not 

being able to volunteer, but you can OPT OUT!  This is a 

totally voluntary option to send in the equivalent of 8 hours 

work at the bargain price of $10.00 per hour in lieu of vol-

unteering.  Now donôt misunderstand, weôd much rather 

have you come out and work with your fellow Squadron 

members as a volunteer, (weôll probably get a lot more than 

$80.00 worth out of you) but if you are just so tied up and 

cannot find the time, send us an additional payment of 

$80.00 and get off the hook and eliminate the guilt! 

 

And sadly, some members of the Sailing Squadron have let 

their accounts lapse this year.  The Squadron is bound by 

its rules, and members who are over 60 or 90 days past due 

will once again this year be notified that their membership 

is suspended or revoked.  Management has worked dili-

gently in 2009 to help keep membersô accounts current.  In 

2009 the Squadron began accepting credit cards as pay-

ment.  If you are delinquent in your account I encourage 

you to clear your bill as soon as possible, and this year you 

can use the credit card option to remain a member in good 

standing.  Call the Manager to make arrangements now. 

 

Lastly, I would like to comment on some recent conversa-

tions Iôve had with various members here at the Squadron.  

The old issue of ñRulesò and the appropriate enforcement 

thereof, has appeared again.  I can recall just a few years 

ago an outcry by members who felt that the rules were not 

being effectively or equally enforced.  Over the intervening 

years, management has worked hard to insure that rules are 

honored by Squadron members and that any enforcement is 

done on an equal and fair basis. 

 

In recent weeks, it would appear that the pendulum may be 

swinging back in the opposite direction.  Iôve learned that 

we have upwards of two dozen signs indicating our various 

rules, from ñno drug use allowedò, to ñno dogsò to ñno fish-

ingò messages among others (no parking, etc.).  Some say 

this makes the Squadron appear to be a distinctly unfriendly 

place.  I have also heard that enforcement of rules should 

be more relaxed.  Some members feel that their actions are 

being scrutinized and that they have the feeling that man-

agement is just waiting to chastise members for any per-

ceived offense. 

 

I am sensitive to these concerns.  I know there is a senti-

ment that we should bring the ñfunò back to the Squadron.  

Yet there are many who are having fun on a regular basis 

here and are otherwise unaware of this particular point of 

view. 

 

Like all things in life and in sailing, ñbalanceò is the key.  

We have in the neighborhood of 900 memberships and that 

means lots of folks use the Squadron, and they use it in 

different ways.  In any large modern society, rule of law is 

a civilized way to function.  And in a small group like the 

Squadron, rules and regulations are unfortunately a neces-

sary evil. 

 

Commodore (Continued) 

(Continued page 5) 




