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From the Commodore 
Like a bad dream, I am back!  I want 
to apologize to the membership for 
my failure to provide an article in 
the May issue of the Burgee.  Yes, 
itôs true, I was off cruising.  After I 
donôt know how many years of try-
ing, I finally got the time to visit the 
Bahamas on my boat.  Fabulous trip 
and I should have taken twice as 

long as there is so much to do and see there. 

 

Vice Commodore John Huber doesnôt recall my asking him to 
step in and write an article in my absence and I am having 
trouble recalling if I remembered to ask him!  This getting old 
thing is tough, but I have to remind myself that it is better 
than the alternative.  And member Brian Kelly reminded me 
that my articles are generally so lengthy that Iôve got plenty in 
the bank from prior issues and so my monthly column wasnôt 
much missed anyway.  Thanks Brian! 

 

At our May Board meeting we addressed a few items of note.  
Our pontoon boat, which was evidently in less than stellar 
condition, suffered some substantial damage during a recent 
regatta.  We have formed a committee to determine the best 
way to proceed with a possible replacement vessel (and will 
use the engine on the pontoon boat which is in apparently 
good condition).  Contact Race Captain Bob Miller if you 
wish to contribute to this committee or make any recommen-
dations. 

 

Our plans to rebuild docks are a bit stymied at the moment.  
At the March Board meeting we had a commitment from 
Manager Carolan and Rear Commodore Niblock to work to-
gether to prepare the specifications needed to elicit bids for 
this project.  At the Board meeting both indicated that thirty 
days were needed to complete this task.  At the April and May 
Board meetings, Nancy indicated she was ready to go and 
waiting on Billôs work to be completed.  As of the May meet-
ing, nothing was received from RC Niblock and so the Board 
has instructed Nancy to seek outside engineering help to get 
the details ready for the bidding to start.  This delay will un-
fortunately make it virtually impossible to get the docks done 
during the summer months as originally anticipated and when 
dock usage is less than during the rest of the year. 

 

Many of you may have noticed the new white ñconesò out on 
the pilings around the Squadron.  Thanks to Nancy Carolan 
for making this happen.  Although some have complained that 
the cones have deprived our drinkers of ñcup holdersò whilst 
on the docks, most have noticed that the bird population is 
down (especially on the wave fence), and our ability to re-
claim and use previously unusable portions of the docks has 
improved.  Not only does this result in a more sanitary dock 
environment, but it should allow the pilings to fare a little 
better over the long term as well.  Well done Nancy! 

 

(Continued page 16) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1717 Ken Thompson Parkway 

Sarasota, Florida 34230 

Phone:   941-388-2355     Fax: 941-388-5524 

sss@sarasotasailingsquadron.org  ·  www.sarasotasailingsquadron.org 
 

Manager: Nancy Carolan  

Email: nancy@sarasotasailingsquad.org 

Assistant Manager: Joanne Hawkes 

Maintenance Technician: Nelson 
 

Webmaster: Mike Halliday (webmaster@sarasotasailingsquadron.org) 

Burgee Editor: Lindsay Krienen 

(burgee_editor@sarasotasailingsquadron.org) 

 

2010 Board Members 
 

Commodore:  Alan Pressman (941-350-1559) 

 commodore@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 
 

Vice Commodore:  John Huber (941-650-7020) 

 vice_commodore@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 
 

Rear Commodore:  Bill Niblock 

 rear_commodore@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 
  

Treasurer:  Michelle Lee (941-350-7444) 

 treasurer@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 

 

Secretary:  David Jennings (941-650-7354) 

 secretary@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 
 

Race Captain:  Robert Miller (941-795-4646) 

 race_captain@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 
 

Fleet Captain:  Sara Allen (941-224-9025) 

 fleet_captain@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 
 

Regatta Director: Gregg Knighton 

 regatta_director@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 
   

Social Coordinator:  Cassandra Roznos (941-907-2620) 

 social_coordinator@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 
 

Education Coordinator:  Lindsay Krienen (941-527-6292) 

 education_coordinator@sarasotasailngsquadron.org 

From The Editor                                 

Cheers!   Lindsay Krienen  

 N27º20N27º20 ''14"   W82º3414"   W82º34 ''25"25"

Alan Pressman 

June greetings. Amidst vacation & com-
puter problems...here it is!! Special thanks 
to Bob Twinem, who submitted the beau-
tiful cover for our use.  It is a painting 
created by a member, Jim Egan, who is 
also a Flying Scot!  It is their 1st place sea-
son trophy.  WOW!!  
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LUFFING LASSIES  
Ellen McKeefe 

Victorious Season Finale on Tampa 

Bay 
 

 

     This year there will be a victory cele-

bration at the end-of-the-season party.  

For the first time in eleven years, the 

LLôs won the FWSA Championship at 

the St. Pete Sailing Center.  Ursula Olson 

skippered the same Sonar crew that came 

in second at the same event last year; 

Mariella Doyle, Fran Mericle and Gillian 

Whatmore.  This year there was no stop-

ping them. 

     Their post race emails tell the story 

far better than I can. 

     Ursula:  ñWe had an awesome day.  

The winds were steady at about 9 mph 

when the racing started at 9:30am and tapered down to about 

5 mph after the start of the third race.  We had pretty lumpy 

seas which made for challenging spinnaker runs but we al-

ways gained on the downwind 

legs, my team sure has learned 

how to fly a chute. 

     ñGillian, who handles the 

foredeck work, sure deserved the 

sailor of the day award when she 

shimmied up the mast, boat hook 

in hand, to fetch the topping lift 

that had unhooked itself from 

the spinnaker pole and was dan-

gling half way up the mast.  

Higher and higher she climbed 

until she finally could grab hold 

of it, snapped it back onto the 

pole and 30 seconds later the 

chute was up and flying.  She is 

like a cat on our boat. 

     ñMariella was trimming the main and the spinnaker guy.  

Fran played the jib and flew the spinnaker by working the 

sheet.  While I was driving they fed me information on wind 

velocity changes, boat positions relative to ours, compass 

readings and our position to the next mark.  So I hardly had to 

take my eyes away from the telltales and the water in front of 

the bow.  After three years of sailing together we have be-

come a well-oiled machine.  We appreciate each otherôs skills 

and can rely on each other to get the job done. 

     ñAll our hard work and training finally paid off.  We fin-

ished with two firsts and a third, which put us seven points 

ahead of the second and third finishers. 

     ñRita Steeleôs boat sailed very well also, they actually won 

the third race.  They finished a close second overall but un-

fortunately were protested out of one race and wound up in 

fourth place in the final results.  (Ritaôs crew; Michelle Lee, 

Donna Steele and Debbie St. James.) 

     ñThe start and finish area was close to the St. Pete Pier 

and both LL teams tremendously enjoyed the wild waving 

and shouting from our cheering section consisting of Captain 

Lisa Dodds, Linda Tif-

fan, Jane Owens and 

Robin Callahan who 

were also in charge of 

serving a delicious 

lunch at the Sailing 

Center after the races. 

     ñIt was a great day 

for us and we laughed 

and cheered all the way 

during the drive back to 

Gillianôs where we 

sealed our win with a 

bottle of champagne.  A 

big toast to team work.ò 

     The FWSA Champi-

onship Regatta has been 

raced annually since the early 1980ôs.  Teams from FWSA 

member clubs compete at the St. Pete Sailing Center.  This 

year seven teams were entered; two from the Luffing Lassies, 

four representing the Salty Sisters 

of St. Pete and one Windlasses team 

from Dunedin.  All teams devote a 

great deal of time to practice.  In 

fact, as part of their practice the 

winning LL team competed in the 

2010 Sarasota Bay Cup earlier in 

May and placed fifth in the spinna-

ker class. 

     The day after the regatta Gillian 

emailed:  ñI got to inspect the tro-

phy on the way home.  The last 

time the Lassies won this trophy 

was 1999, skippered by Ursula.  

This puts the Lassies on the trophy 

11 times, the Salty Sisters 13 times 

and mixed boats three times.ò 

     Gillian also revealed some racing victory secrets.  ñUrsula 

had her lucky, ancient Austrian rock with her and had lucky 

pelican poo all over her car the day before.  She emailed her 

clan for good omens (yodeling, candle lighting, etc.) and had 

a red fox run across in front of her car coming up my drive-

way in the morning.  So we were off to a good start.ò 

     I think they have already booked the fox for the 2011 

Championship Regatta.  And letôs send a bigger cheering 

section to St. Pete next year to encourage another LL victory. 

    In early May the Florida State Womenôs Sunfish Regatta 

was held at the Melbourne Yacht Club on the Indian River.   

 

Christening Linda Tifanôs Sunfish 

Final Thursday Race of 2009-2010 Season 

(Continued page 4) 
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LL Sunfish Captain Dottie 

Schell placed 5th; Loretta Gar-

ber 6th and Captain Lisa 7th.  

Well done.  Next year the an-

nual event will be raced on 

Lake Monroe near Sanford, 

Florida. 

    As the LL season winds 

down with the annual party 

(Bridget Smithôs house, May 

27th) we need to acknowledge 

our race committee that comes 

out every Thursday and makes 

our races challenging and fun.  

Suzanne Koehnleinôs participa-

tion is constant and much ap-

preciated.  Frank Girardin is at 

the helm of the chase boat/

safety boat every week.  Willy Dodds is always right there on 

the race committee boat or in a safety boat.  (Willy has also 

transformed some scruffy old Sunfish into shiny LL rental 

boats.)  Carroll Dzina, John 

Shuck, Jacques Brisson, 

Marilyn Watkins and Irene 

Miracle are reliable and knowl-

edgeable.  Thanks to all of the 

above and the LLôs who came 

aboard the RC boat or drove a 

safety boat when help was 

needed. 

     Just because the racing sea-

son is over does not mean we 

wonôt be sailing.  Summer ñfun 

sailsò are an annual tradition 

and yes, fun.  We can sail up to 

Ringlingôs Ca dôZan or around 

Bird Key or over to OôLearyôs.  

Maybe not always on a Thurs-

day.  Watch for emails from 

Dottie or others who live here year óround.  So cômon out and 

sail.  And look for Linda Tiffan on her new Sunfish, appro-

priately named ñSassy.ò 

DONôT SELL 
YOUR 
BOATé 

 

GIVE IT TO 
THE KIDS!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sarasota Youth Sailing Program needs donations! 

 

Pay NO SALES TAX on boats  

purchased from the SYSP!  

Call for updated list ñnew boats come in regularly.  

 

Boats can be seen at the Sarasota Sailing Squadron, City Island, 

1515 Ken Thompson Parkway, Sarasota, FL  

Phone 941-504-4236 

 

SYSP is a 501c(3) Non-Profit Corporation 

P.O. Box 2706  

Sarasota, FL 34230 

  
  

MISSION STATEMENTMISSION STATEMENT   

  
  

 

The Sarasota Sailing Squadron is a club organized to 
encourage the sport of sailing, to promote the science 
of seamanship and navigation, to sponsor cruises, 
races and instruction classes for adults and children, 
and to foster a spirit of good fellowship, courtesy and 
sportsmanship; and to provide entertainment and re-
freshments for members and their guests. 

The Winners:  Mariella, Ursula, Fran & Gillan 


