
MOORING COMMITTEE MEETING  

Tuesday, July 5  

BOARD MEETING  
(ALL members welcome)  

Tuesday, July  12  

LUFFING LASSIES  

Thursdays in July  

FRIDAY NIGHT SUMMER SERIES  

Fridayõs in July 

SSS WORK PARTY  

Wednesdayõs in July 
DINGHY RACING  

Wednesdayõs in July 

FIRECRACKER REGATTA 

Saturday, July 3  
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From the Commodore 
SSS Burgee Article 6.15.10 July 

Edition 2010 

 

The dog days of summer are upon us 

at the Sarasota Sailing Squadron.  I 

have it on good authority.  I have 

largely managed to avoid any first-

hand knowledge of this myself by 

working indoors and avoiding the summer heat, but it has 

been confirmed to me by reliable sources.  As the heat presses 

on my body, I find that what has been most pressing on my 

mind is the fact that the Sailing Squadron lease with the City 

of Sarasota is set to expire this coming November. 

 

I am notifying the membership now, that your presence at 

an upcoming City Commission meeting will be needed.  

We can make a BIG impression on the City and show that 

we are not a silent and largely unseen group, but are an 

important aspect of life in Sarasota and that the Sailing 

Squadron has impact on the lives of the adults and kids 

who sail here and impacts the City at large.  And so we 

must be present when the City Commissoners vote on a 

lease renewal for the Squadron! 

 

By way of background, the Squadron has enjoyed not one, but 

two twenty year leases which gave the members of the Sailing 

Squadron some assurance over the past forty plus years that 

as they went about the business of growing sailing, growing 

the club, installing docks, buildings and other infrastructure, 

the members were doing this with some level of confidence 

that they would get to use the facilities for some reasonable 

length of time into the future. 

 

In the early days and sometime after World War II, the 

Squadron was originally chartered by a few returning war 

veterans who wanted a place to be able to affordably launch 

their small sailing boats and to have access to the beautiful 

waters of Sarasota.  Many of you may not know that our first 

facility was near the original waterfront City Hall which at the 

time was at the end of Main Street, where the north archway 

for Marina Jack is located today.  The Squadron was and re-

mains to this day a ñnot for profitò entity. 

 

Over time, the City moved us out to what we now know as 

City Island, which at the time was nothing more than a sand 

pitðthe spoils of dredging in the bay.  Over the years, our 

members have invested their sweat and their money and have 

worked to build what we have now, through volunteerism and 

through funding from membership dues.  The Squadron has 

never lost money in its operations and it has never asked the 

City of Sarasota for a dime to build, grow or operate our 

Squadron. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1717 Ken Thompson Parkway 

Sarasota, Florida 34230 

Phone:   941-388-2355     Fax: 941-388-5524 

sss@sarasotasailingsquadron.org  ·  www.sarasotasailingsquadron.org 
 

Manager: Nancy Carolan  

Email: nancy@sarasotasailingsquad.org 

Assistant Manager: Joanne Hawkes 

Maintenance Technician: Nelson 
 

Webmaster: Mike Halliday (webmaster@sarasotasailingsquadron.org) 

Burgee Editor: Lindsay Krienen 

(burgee_editor@sarasotasailingsquadron.org) 

 

2010 Board Members 
 

Commodore:  Alan Pressman (941-350-1559) 

 commodore@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 
 

Vice Commodore:  John Huber (941-650-7020) 

 vice_commodore@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 
 

Rear Commodore:  Bill Niblock 

 rear_commodore@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 
  

Treasurer:  Michelle Lee (941-350-7444) 

 treasurer@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 

 

Secretary:  David Jennings (941-650-7354) 

 secretary@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 
 

Race Captain:  Robert Miller (941-795-4646) 

 race_captain@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 
 

Fleet Captain:  Sara Allen (941-224-9025) 

 fleet_captain@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 
 

Regatta Director: Gregg Knighton 

 regatta_director@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 
   

Social Coordinator:  Cassandra Roznos (941-907-2620) 

 social_coordinator@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 
 

Education Coordinator:  Lindsay Krienen (941-527-6292) 

 education_coordinator@sarasotasailngsquadron.org 

From The Editor                                 

Cheers!   Lindsay Krienen  

 N27º20N27º20 ''14"   W82º3414"   W82º34 ''25"25"

Alan Pressman 

 

Well, the time has come. After 5 years of editing The Bur-
gee, I have decided to resign myself from the role after 
the August 2010 issue. Iõlll assist in the transition as much 
as possible. I have loved it, and will miss it 
(sometimesé.lol), but itõs time to pass the proverbial 
torch.  One of my favorite sayings is òWe canõt change the 
direction of the winds, but we can adjust our sails.ó   
 

Jibe Ho...  
Continued page 18 
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Rita is First Among Women at the Sunfish Worlds 

Ellen McKeefe 

 

A bunch of Italian sailors have now experienced 

what Florida sailors have known for years.  Rita Steele will 

beat you. 

Yes, our Rita went off to the Tuscan coast of Italy 

and placed 24th out of forty-eight Sunfish at the 40th World 

Championship.  And she was first among women competi-

tors.  We celebrated Ritaôs triumph, surprising her at the 

Squadron before she headed north for the summer.  Some 

champagne was consumed.  Cheers filled the air. 

 In mid-June ten races were sailed in the Tyrrhenian 

Sea off Punta Ala, Italy.  Rita described one of the races, ñ I 

took the long tack first and was in 6th place at the first wind-

ward mark, top ten the second windward mark, then had an 

abysmal mark rounding and had to duck most of the fleet.  As 

I worked my way to the right side of the course, the entire 

fleet continued to sail left, away from the wind.  The sea 

breeze came in and when I tacked I was all alone and finished 

in 10th place.  That was the best feeling.ò 

 When I 

asked Rita which 

sailing day was the 

best, she replied, 

ñMaybe the sail in 

on the last day be-

cause I found that I 

really was enjoying 

the wind and the 

long, big waves.  I 

was relaxed, the 

racing was over and 

I did not fear the big 

water anymore.ò 

 Oh, and it 

was Italy so they did 

eat well and have 

some wine.  In fact 

two of the Italian 

competitors were vintners.  ñEvery night we tried to drink up 

our reserves,ò said Rita, ñbut they kept giving us free beer, 

wineéand food.ò 

And, by the way, the Punta Ala Sailing Club now 

has a Sarasota Sailing Squadron burgee on display.  Brava 

Rita! 

The 37th season of the Luffing Lassies is underway.  

At the annual membership meeting in late May, new officers 

were voted in.  Pram Captain Linda Schwartz has been pro-

moted to Captain.  She was everywhere during her first LL 

season; racing a pram at many of the FWSA member clubs, 

repairing boats when cold winter days (remember those?) 

prevented sailing and generally becoming quickly an integral 

part of our efforts on and off the water.  In fact, immediate 

past Captain Lisa Dodds presented her with the Captainôs 

Award in recognition.  Linda Tiffan did such a swell job as 

Secretary we voted her First Officer.  Lisa takes over as Sec-

retary and Margaret Swift, winner of the Backbone Award, 

continues as Treasurer.  With that line up, the 2010-2011 

season looks like a winner.  And, by the way, thank you to 

our nominating committee, Jo Dzina and Dottie Schell. 

This passing of the flame took place at the annual 

end-of-the-year party at Bridget Smithôs Siesta Key home.  

Among the 40-some LLôs there were 13 former Captains, a 

tribute to the organization.  In addition to the above, many 

other awards were presented.  We voted Lisa recipient of the 

Suzanne Burt Memorial Trophy for her spirited enthusiasm 

during her year as Captain.  And Christine Browning earned 

Most Improved Sailor.  Ask Jib Browning about the Turkey 

Award.  Jo, Paula Davenport, Linda Tiffan and Michelle 

know why they got the In the Drink Award.  One Perfect 

Attendance Award was earned by Fran Mericle. 

Nanette Reuss presented the Spring race awards, 

Sunfish and Prams.  None of which would be possible with-

out our race committee regulars; Suzanne Koehnlein, Marilyn 

Watkins, Irene Miracle and Lu Burke.  Dottie has agreed to 

yet another year as Sunfish Captain.  Paula continues to come 

up with imaginative awards 

for everything from regattas to 

interclubs to annual recogni-

tions. 

One of Lindaôs first acts as LL 

Captain was presentation of 

the Luffing Lassies Lifeline 

Award to Willy Dodds.  This 

past season Willy was every-

where, he helped us with boar 

repair, he managed race com-

mittee, he sailed his Sunfish 

with us calling out advice.  We 

are grateful and hope heôll be 

back to keep us in line. 

A few days later there was a 

good LL turnout at the Sailing 

Squadronôs annual Memorial 

Day Race Around Lido.  Sun-

fishers Dottie, Jo, Lisa, Willy, 

Rita and Loretta Garber made their way out to the Gulf, south 

to Big Pass, under the Ringling Bridge and back to the 

Squadron.  Michelle, Julie Burnett and Cathy Cartier took 

their kids out on a Flying Scot.  Lorri Kaighin and Gillian 

Whatmore did the same with a Hunter 21.  Tom and Linda 

Schwartz, Carroll Dzina and Frank Girardin followed the 

fleet in a power boat.  Bridget, Mariella Doyle, Dottie Gibson 

and Rachel Harvey were on Big Ben.  Rachel did her usual 

great job taking action photos on the water. 

Wednesday night all-boat, summer races are under-

way.  Dottie is trying to herd some Sunfishers into some fun 

sailing on Saturdays.  Yes, itôs hot in July but itôs better out 

on the water. 

Rita SteeleðFirst among women  Sunfish Worlds 
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