
DEAD OF WINTER SERIES  

February 21 & 28  

MOTLEY CREW RACEñBOTY EVENT  

February 14  

MOORING COMMITTEE MEETING  

February 2  
BOARD MEETING  

(ALL members welcome)  

February 9  

FLYING SCOT SERIES RACES  

February 7 & February 27  

LUFFING LASSIES  

Thursdays in February  

FLYING SCOT DISTRICT RACE  
February 20 & 21  

CRUISING (WITH) CLASS  

Wednesdays in February  

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT  

February 19  

WINDJAMMER RACE  

February 5 - 7 

ISLAND STYLE CLASSIC REGATTA  

February 26 - 28 
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From the Commodore 
The January board meeting found us 

all shivering on the porch for about 

two hours.  There was an event 

scheduled an hour before the start of 

our monthly Board of Directors 

meeting which ran long past, and 

those attendees enjoyed a great pres-

entation by the roaring fire. 

 

It has been COLD in Sarasota in January, but I am pleased to 

report that the rumors of better weather ahead have not been 

exaggerated.  Our annual billings are complete and our Man-

ager reports that as of early January, fully one third of our 

member invoices have been paid!  There were two significant 

issues on the table for the January meeting.  One was the pro-

posal to repower Big Ben, the flagship of the Squadron sup-

port fleet.  The board voted to task Race Captain Bob Miller, 

working with Kirk Burnette and Peter Robinson, to investi-

gate a suitable replacement of a new and fully warranted out-

board motor.  We expect to have Ben repowered shortly. 

 

The other issue was to vote on the annual budget that was 

proposed by Treasurer Michelle Lee in December.  I am 

pleased to report that the budget was passed unanimously.  

Much thanks are due to both Michelle and our manager 

Nancy Carolan who put in many hours to get this budget 

whipped into shape. 

 

One issue that had surfaced after our December meeting is the 

approval by the board to initiate a fee of $25.00 for any non 

member who takes a course at the Squadron.  This fee was 

proposed by our Treasurer to cover some costs for non mem-

bers who use our facility.  It was brought to our attention by 

YSP Director David Livingston that this would have an ad-

verse impact on some of the kids who enroll in the SYSP pro-

grams, particularly in light of the fact that the YSP may be 

increasing its rates this year. 

 

The board determined that the best way to address what might 

be called an ñunintended consequenceò of this new fee was to 

have David meet with Michelle Lee and Nancy Carolan to see 

if they could come up with a method to mitigate this situation.  

They met last week and I am told that they have come up with 

a fix that will be proposed at the February Board meeting.  

We look forward to resolving this issue. 

 

As the budget has passed, now begins the work of writing the 

specifications for the proposed dock rebuild so that we can 

put it out for bid.  Rear Commodore Bill Niblock and Man-

ager Carolan will be working on this immediately and we 

should be ready to solicit bids shortly.  Our time frame is to 

begin re-construction by early summer to coincide with re-

duced dock usage over the warm weather months and to cause 

a minimum amount of disruption to 
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From The Editor                                 

(Continued page 4) Cheers!   Lindsay Krienen  

 N27º20N27º20 ''14"   W82º3414"   W82º34 ''25"25"

Alan Pressman 

I need to apologize to the Luffing Lassies for 
printing the incorrect day of the week on the 
cover of the last 2 issues! The Lassies (and now 
the Flying Scots) send in articles and pics regularly 
and they are sincerely appreciated.  Also thx to 
our own Bob Miller who, somehow, even with all 
the racing events found time to submit the cover 
shot of Skimmer.  
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LUFFING LASSIES  
Ellen McKeefe 

 

Title:  Wetsuit Sailing 

 

     The serious sailors among 

us have wetsuits for the days 

when Sarasota Bay is less 

than tropical, our version of 

frostbite sailing.  The accom-

panying photos show the four 

intrepid sailors who went out 

on January 14 when we woke 

to 40-degree temperatures.  

Rita Steele, Jib Browning and 

Gillian Whatmore went out in 

their Sunfish, Robin Wall 

followed them in a pram. 

     Robin described their 

morning, ñThe air tempera-

ture had warmed up quite 

nicely by the time we went 

out.  I think it was in the up-

per 60ôs and sunny but the 

water was a chilly 52 degrees 

that day and I 

hopped into my 

pram as fast as 

possible.  I had 

two layers on my 

feet and legs and 

three on top, 

which was plenty.  

In a very nice 

breeze, Rita led us 

as we practiced a 

couple of starts 

and some crab pot 

buoy roundings.  It 

was the perfect 

time for Jib to test 

her new tiller and 

Gillian her beauti-

ful new Sunfish.ò 

     Every year at 

least one Lassie 

christens a new 

Sunfish.  Gillianôs 

was a Christmas gift from her husband.  A little cold weather 

was not going to keep our First Officer from getting that shiny 

new, classically nautical blue and white Sunfish out on the 

water.  ñMy new boat and gear felt great albeit a bit slippery,ò 

said Gillian.  ñHappy to have splashed her and looking for-

ward to getting to know her better.  The sun shone, breeze 

was perfect and we were once again reminded why we live 

here.ò 

     So watch out racers.  Gillian was a hotshot sailor in a 

clunky, old rental Sunfish so just imagine what she will do 

now.   Oh, and watch out for Linda Tiffan as well.  She 

bought a used Sunfish after hearing about it from Elaine De-

Vito at the Christmas party. 

     Allow me a personal note here; official LL Burgee pho-

tographer Fran Mericle stuck around that cold 

morning to get these shots of cold weather fashion 

statements.  Fran makes my Burgee scribe duties 

easier by illustrating the sailing enthusiasm of 

LLôs. 

     The 

Clearwater 

Yacht Club 

ñSolmatesò 

hosted the 

annual 

FWSA 

January 

General 

Member-

ship Meet-

ing.   In 

addition to 

Lisa, 

Gillian and 

Fran, six 

other LLôs 

car pooled 

to Clear-

water; 

Robin Cal-

lahan, 

Mariella 

Doyle, Jo 

Dzina, 

Jane Ly-

ons, Ursula 

Olson and 

Bridget 

Smith.  In 

addition to 

lunch, the 

meeting included tips from a personal trainer who adapted 

exercises to sailing. 

     The second annual FWSA Young Woman Sailor scholar-

ship award is on track with more than $1,000.00 donated by 

FWSA individual members and clubs.  Past FWSA president 

Fran, manager and originator of the award process, asked for 

contributions.  That generous response will honor another 

young woman sailor later this year. 

     Sunfish factoid; did you know that the Sunfish logo was 

created when someone traced a circle around a nickel and 

then added the fins, a tail and an eye.  Who came up with 

that?  Cortlandt Heyniger, one of the original Sunfish design-

ers back in the early 1950ôs.  Today that logo and the Sunfish 

itself are recognized worldwide. 

 

Robin gets her feet wet! 

Robin, Captain Lisa & Jib 

Rita ready for the cold! 

Gillan and her new sunfish. 
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membersô use of the club. 

 

Some time ago, Secretary David Jennings had described the 

process of trying to become compliant with the State of Flor-

ida as a ñsurrealò experience with respect to our anticipated 

Sovereign Submerged Land Lease.  He may not be far off.  In 

November, we received a draft of the two documents the State 

has indicated we require; a Consent Order and a Temporary 

Use Authorization (TUA).  We reviewed these documents and 

found the Consent Order to be acceptable, but the TUA to be 

problematic.  We sent the State a letter with our concern and 

expected to hear back from them before the yearôs end. 

 

We have learned that our State contact here locally, and our 

contact in Tallahassee have both resigned.  Their replace-

ments have indicated to our attorney Dave Levin that neither 

are ñup to speedò on this ongoing process.  We have learned 

that they will communicate with each other to determine 

where we are at this point.  Is this a case of the blind leading 

the blind?  I donôt know, but I have very little hair left to tear 

out. 

 

Our main contact in Tallahassee has been Bud Vielhauer who 

is Chief of Staff in Tallahassee.  He is our senior state contact 

that participated with us in the meeting many months ago 

with the City of Sarasotaôs assistant attorney and the Cityôs 

assistant manager who agreed with our concept of partnering 

with the City of Sarasota for a fee waiver and advised us to 

pursue this path.  Well, Iôve just learned that he too has an-

nounced his resignation and will be leaving his position 

shortly. 

 

The board has indicated support for David Jennings and I to 

go directly to the mayor and the city commissioners to request 

that we ñunlinkò the two issues of our city lease renewal and 

our endeavor to obtain a SSL Lease from the state.  Dave and 

I are pursuing this now.  We have also communicated with a 

state representative and will be planning to meet with him to 

help us get the state back on track. 

 

As a final comment on this, a few weeks ago, Stan Zimmer-

man and David Jennings sat down for three or four hours to 

document every step that the Squadron has taken to gain con-

trol and compliance with the mooring field going back many 

years.  We believe this document will support our contention 

to ñde linkò the two lease issues as it demonstrates our unflag-

ging efforts over the past years to work out our issues with the 

State of Florida. 

 

When you see me at the Squadron, you may not recognize me 

as virtually all my hair is now gone! 

And lastly, most of you know that we have announced that 

the County Commission will be implementing a No Wake/Go 

Slow zone north of our wave fence in the ñnear futureò. 

And you also know that this was the result of hearings on 

Manatee safety, which for many years now we have been 

made to understand is the ONLY way to have a waterway 

designated as a No Wake zone. 

 

For those of you who read the Pelican Press, you may have 

noticed Stan Zimmermanôs recent article about a new No 

Wake Zone that is now being created in the waters near Siesta 

Key.  I have reprinted a passage from that publication below: 

 

           ñSarasota County Commissioners on January 11 de-

cided to move forward on a proposal to extend a slow-speed 

zone for boaters at the north end of Siesta Key. The proposal 

would add 750 feet westward of the existing zone, to follow 

the natural curve of the island. 

            

The request from the City of Sarasota was prompted by fears 

for fishermen and kayakers endangered by the ñblind cornerò 

at Bay Isles. The proposal must go to the Florida Fish and 

Wildlife Conservation Commission for approval. A public 

hearing will be required before final approval by the county. 

            

County staff said they had not yet confirmed with the FWC if 

the proposal meets state requirements. This boating speed 

zone is not a manatee protection zone. Approval by the state 

is not automatic. ñThis is the start of a difficult and arduous 

task to get these zones in place,ò said Commissioner Jon 

Thaxton.ò 

 

Over the years members of the Sailing Squadron, myself in-

cluded, have made visits to both the City and the County ask-

ing for their help regarding dangers from high speed power 

boats to sailors and sailing students in waters adjacent to our 

club.  We have been marched from one office to the next with 

no real hope of help.  It is interesting to see our County Com-

missioners moving forward to extend the slow speed zone for 

the safety and benefit of ñkayakers and fishermanò.  I wonder 

if the benefits extend to the homeowners whose homes abut 

the shorelines on Siesta Key and have to deal with the noise 

and exhaust from high speed motor boats.  I donôt think Stan 

phrased it exactly this way in his article. 

 

Mel Brooks, my other hero after Groucho once said; ñItôs 

good to be the king!ò  I guess itôs good to have some ñjuiceò 

with the king too.  At the Sailing Squadron weôll apparently 

never know. 

 

Well donôt worry about juice, kings or the slow speed zones, 

because unless you are sailing a stiletto or an F boat, you 

wonôt even come close to violating the no wake zones.  So 

make the time and get out on the water and go sailing now--

No Wake zones be damned!                                             -Alan 

Commodore (Continued) 
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FLYING SCOT FLEET 36 NEWS  
Submitted by:  Bob Twinem  

After a beautiful, fun filled fall 
schedule, the bitter grip of winter 
put a slow start on our winter sea-
son. We have had some nice social 
gatherings in the parking lot, to talk 
about racing but conditions have 
not been super in January for 
matching skills on the bay. But 
undoubtedly February, March and 
April will provide great opportuni-
ties to have at it. 

 

This year we have been rotating 
through the fleet, taking turns run-
ning the races. It has proved to be a 
very worthwhile adventure. Each 
boat in the fleet is volunteering a 
race date to RC 
for the rest of the 
fleet. By doing 
the RC the crew 
earns a daily first 
for the season 
standings. That 
day on the water 
also can help 
improve racing 
skills as you get a 
chance to be out-
side the boat 
watching a race 
develop from pre 
start to finish.  

 

The experience 
gained from this 
will make us that 
much stronger 
when our squad-

ron hosts the 2011 
Flying Scot mid-
winter regatta next 
year. We expect 
over 60 Scots for 
that regatta and it 
will be quite a 
show. 

 

 We are all looking 
forward to the un-
veiling of Ron 
Pletschôs latest pro-
ject. Having sold 
his red sled, the 
Jedi Master of Fly-
ing Scots South is 
getting ready to 
launch Flying Scot 

#15. After giving the boat a complete overhaul 
he will again show us that in this one design 
class, you do not need a new boat to be com-
petitive. Ron certainly knows how to make 
sure a boat competitive. As of this writing, 
Ron and Crew Barry Milburn are leading the 
standings for the Florida District Flying Scot 
series. Next month hopefully we will have 
some more great racing to report on. 

 

Tip of the Day. Sailing on the header on the 
leeward leg is just as important as sailing on a 
lift upwind. You will sail a shorter course to 
the next mark. 

\ 

- Bob 

Flying Scot pictures taken by Barry Milburn 


