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From The Editor

Big, kudos to Mike Halliday for the rollout of the

new website www.SarasotaSailingSquadron.org
and to Joanne Hawkes for working with Mike to
transition the calendars to web  -based as well!! Full
story next month. Also welcome Vail Scott and
his new column O0OWhods
shot from Windjammer regatta 2/2010, found on

Sailmonster.com. Cheers! Lindsay Krienen
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® One Saturday two weeks ago | ar-
rived at the Sailing Squadron to see
the racers off for the race to Venice
Yacht Club. The winds were howl-
.~ W ing but a dozen or so hearty souls
with crew aboard went through New
) Pass to the start of the race. Jim
Alan Pressman  garr and crew of four were brave
(??) enough to take out Big Ben to act as race committee to
get the fleet started. Winds were about 25 to 30 knots and

gusting higher. Jim had to anchor Big Ben and then had some

difficulty retrieving the anchor to head back to the barn. It
was dicey, and Big Jim went down on Big Ben, slid across the
deck and then back to the helm where he popped up again on
his feet and back at the wheel. Amazing that with all the wa-
ter they took on and the big seas that were running, that Jim
managed not to roll Ben.

The crew arrived at the office, wet, soggy and a little shaky,
but thanks to Jimés prudent
safely. This points out the need to be sure all crew have ade-

quate life jackets before leaving the docks as well as all safety

equipment that is required by the USCG and dictated by good
seamanship. And remember, Big Ben with her shiny NEW
Mercury 150 hp power plant is pretty much a coastal boat.
She is not designed for big seas and offshore conditions. So,
if you are on Ben, or any boat for that matter, and have any
concern about the suitability of the vessel for the conditions,
then prudence is the better
docks if you are unsure of the safety of you, your crew and
your vessel.

This month we have had some communication with the State
about the status or our Submerged Lands Lease in the moor-
ing field. The State has apparently had their staff get up to
speed on the issue and
pressed in our November response to their draft TUA and
have made some proposals that seem promising. Secretary
David Jennings, attorney David Levin and | have reviewed
the documents and are trying to set a meeting between the
three of us for this week to examine their proposal and to de-
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termine the best response. It seems we are once again moving

forward and not dead in the water as it appeared in December
you

and January. We 61 | keep

And as | mentioned in the last Burgee, the Board has author-
ized David J and | to meet with the Mayor and City Commis-
sioners to
Submerged Lands Lease with the State and our Uplands

Lease with the City. | expect that once we have formulated a
response to the State, David and | can set meetings with the
City. Itis our goal to enter into a new and long term Uplands

Wh 0 ? |Geas@with tHe &ify Bf Sabasota Fridr\to&he expiration of our

current lease in November 2010.
(Continued page 16)
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LUFFING LASSIES
Ellen McKeefe

Sailing in a Winter Wonderland

North Florida had snow. We did not see any snowflakes
but we did have to scrape ice from our windshields and get
through some recorsetting

The new OPPIlI &s arrived on t

The day before Lisa asked for helpers to unload and set up

the new boats. Tom Schwartz stood in for his spouse. Tom

was joined by Gillian, Robin, Cathy Cartier, Paula Daven-

port, Leila Benyozszky and, of course, Lisa. Job well done,

OPPl 6s ready to sail Anot her

way.

The Sarasota Sailing Squadron will host the Sunfish Mid-

winters from March 11 through
13. Many LLO®s

a
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cold spells, both in tempera- |8
ture and duration. Sure, we |
missed a few days on the wa
ter, it was just too cold and
windy. But when we did go
out we had some wild rides.
And safety boats have been
busy.

The Salty Sisters and Brog
Reachers came down from §
Pete one gusty Thursday
morning. Fran Mericle was d
a safety boat
many near capsizing, so clos
Gillian (Whatmore) and Mi-
chelle (Lee) had some near
mi sseséit was wild out
was a challenging day
Robin Wall took second in the pram competition, bracketed
by two Salties. Fran was on the Mako with skipper Elaine
DeVito and Renata Mamula.

A couple of weeks later
someone did go in the water.
Pram Captain Linda Schwartz
found herself in 5%legree Sarg
sota Bay between races. Mo-
mentary inattention and a gus
of wind caused her pram to flig
Dottie Schell and Fran fished | ‘
her out and took her back to t V.
Squadron in a safety boat. A ;//'/
hot shower restored feeling to
Lindads fingetr “.

Speaking of Dottie, our Surf o
fish Captain, and Linda, we o
them thanfgsr &
all the times they step in and
make our sailing experience

better. Most recently they worked with Captain Lisa when
our sail locker was repaired. The flooring had become mon

Chair Cindy Clifton with multiple
tasks from slinging hash and serv-
ing beer to registration and race

1 committee. Whenever SSS hosts
- | these major Sunfish events, vol-

_| unteers have front row seats for

‘| world class racing right here on
W Sarasota Bay.

And speaking of world class
racing, our own Rita Steele has
#| booked a place to stay in Punta
Ala this coming June when the
Sunfish Worlds take place.
Where? Punta Ala is on the Tyr-
rhenian Sea, opposite Elba on the
west coast of Italy. |tis a popular

tlgr fo?l*:‘hﬁape&‘hg I5t¥out iOU mIFEJ]SSUthW ttofe r. 5

ccasi|
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I6r&hce?

At this writing Rita is hoping for a wild card bid as she did
not qualify in the traditional manner. Rita has some history
with the Worl ds,
Worlds in Sayville on Long
Island (1998,) qualified but
did not go to Colombia
(1997) and Puerto Rico
(1999.) And I sailed the
4 Worlds here in Sarasota

A | (2000.) My best finish was
an 18" here and my best fin-
ish at Sayville was 5% a
 hurricane went by during the
flevent and they

Closer to home, Rita was
third overall at the Inaugural
Charlotte Harbor Regatta in
early February. The only
woman competing among 13
in some Aunusually str
the regatta web page. (Ritads
€ Laser races on the final day and won the class.)

st

Sunfi sh

like a trampoline. Nancy and Joanne in the Squadron officg

loaned us the adjacent storage area so new SSS maintengnce Another hot shot sailor babe, Ursula Olson, is benched

man Nelson could replace the floor. Dottie and Linda tookon¥Ni | € she recovers from knee s
the task of moving dozens of sails and rudders and center-| S @y s Ursula, #fjust have to tak
boards from one locker to another. Of course theyfound | S©, then I hope to be back.o
some mystery sails and otheP'sttayagduhghmeht owergmhalyPark
thatoés all they found. Cha@oé’etrr‘\aﬁ"‘éate%s@gtt}?w?”@eﬁl aced by order.

Thank you Dottie and Linda and Lisa. And SSS staff.

HHHH
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FLYING SCOT FLEET 36 NEWS

Submitted by: Bob Twinem

we headed in after
only 2 races.

Feb 67 saw the first
annual Port Charlotte
Harbor Regatta. The

Jan 31 Race Report E

This is Florida, darn
it, and we just had to
have a race in Janu- a [
ary. Thanks to Race club to our south is
Committee Chuck K | N\ - A\ starting a Flying Scot
and Skip, a half doze/samamses 4 VR fleet and they put on a
Scots enjoyed racing : r o] great regatta in trying
on Sunday on beauti conditions. As with

ful Sarasota Bay. most of January, Sat-
urday was blown out

and crews spent the
afternoon enjoying
libations on terra
firma.

Sunday brought beautiful conditions for 4 races for
the 11 boats participating. 3 boats from our squad-
ron trailered down and somehow managed to get an
extra winter race date in. Well done.

Conditions were
rather chilly for the
faithful and a nice
15+ breeze kept us on

our toes. First race was a nice beat.... SPLASH
(cold water down the neck).... across.... BASH
(bucket of water in the smiling face)..the bay
(course windward leeward;lgg) As the
fleetworked to windwardicross the bay it became
clear that 3 up was the call of the day. Things wereCurrently there are about 30 Flying Scots at the
great, boats tacking on shifts, hiking hard, when weSquadron. About 15 or so race in varying degrees
all arrived somewhere between mark A & mark C of frequency. We are interested to learn what the
only to find markB among the Miss- rest of you are doing with your boats. Flying Scots
ing ....... GRRRRRRRRRRRRR!!!, are great day sailors, do you day sail? Are you in-
terested in racing? Are
you looking to sell

your boat? Would you
like to be on an email
list to receive info on
fleet 36 Flying Scot
activities? Do you

need help with your
boat? Repair? Tech-
nigue? Come on down
on any race date and
meet a few Flying

Scot sailors or give a

We did have a nic Mike & Nick
planing spinnaker
run back across th
bay to set up and

try again. For the

next race the wind
had veered so that
Mark | was opti-

mally placed. We
could see it was on
station so off we
went for a nice fast

loop around the call or email.

course. Eightball

prevailedin condi- When you are at the
tions to her liking. Squadron, check out
The Roberts, show- the bulletin board

ing nice style with 3 up, were pushing all the way dedicated to Flying Scots for information.
for a 2nd, followed closely by Snowbird and
thenPeter and Robin Walls. Jeff Penfield and the

Tipoftheday Dondot all ow the
Wruks probably showed some sense and headed @—'p.—y :
a little early. That looked good to the rest of us as ail away from you into
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